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Scotch, Irish and English came to the East Coast in the early 1600s. In 1839 they 
(Elizabeth’s ancestors db)  sailed around South America and up to Oregon ending up 
in the Salem area helping to build the first Methodist Church, and they still support 
that church. My father’s family came from Minnesota to Oregon in 1886. In 1904 they 
came to Pitner, Tillamook County, Oregon, to homestead a timber claim that President 
Teddy Roosevelt opened to homesteaders. They had to live on it and improve it for 7 
years before they could sell to a timber company for $12,500. Grandmother Henry 
later took her own claim and sold for the same price. 


My father, Robert Henry, and my mother, Audrey MCCLANE Henry married in April 
1906. I was born in July 1907 in Salem, Oregon, so that the family doctor, Morris, 
could take care of us. 4 of my 5 brothers died early as they were hemophilic and bled 
to death. I have 1 brother who is 87 and 1 sister who is 13 years younger than I am. I 
am 93. 


Brother Jim put himself through Linfield College, joined the Navy and came out as a 
technician in open heart surgery and research. 2 of my sons went to the Navy. 1 joined 
the army, and my daughter, Ann, joined her husband, Dennis Albritton, in the Air 
Force. 


Our family came from St. Paul in Marion County to Cloverdale on Resort Drive in 
March 1923. I rode my horse almost a hundred miles to get here by all the old roads 
around the foothills from St. Paul, Newberg, McMinnville, Sheridan, Willamina, the 
Indian reservation, Dolph, Hebo and Cloverdale. It took us 2 days and half of a night. 
On the trip my horse stayed in the Sheridan Livery stable, and I stayed with friends.


Cloverdale had all 12 grades of school in one building at the time. Boys could play 
basketball. Teachers’ names fail me. Our senior year we were graduated in 1925 with 
11 students. Roy Redberg drove the Oretown students, and someone from the Upper 
Big Nestucca River territory brought the ones from Blaine. 


I rode 4 miles on horseback. The highway department was building a new U.S,. 101 
by way of Clear Creek as a shortcut from the old Jenck Road. Heavy equipment was 
cutting through the little hill. There was a state law that workers had to close down 
equipment and help the horse through. The horse and I didn’t know about the law, 
and 3 men couldn’t stop us. She fought with both front feet.


The principal, Mr. Bailey, talked my father into sending me to Oregon Agricultural 
College to study Home Economics. He predicted that a high school district would 
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have to be organized of the 17 school districts and that a new high school would have 
to be built. It would have a Home Economics department, and I should be ready., The 
school board made plans and I studied Home Economics. They had a school in the 
process of being built, and I had a degree in a Bachelor of Science as a teacher or 
principal in 1929. We moved back into the old grade school  (which was to the east of 
the larger Cloverdale K - 12 while Ralph Morgan had his FAA classes in the old 
Grange Hall downtown. We were a bit crowded.


Cloverdale High School in 1923 when I came to Cloverdale 


A - Teachers used the Palmer method of writing. Students were sent to the principal 
for privacy and discipline. We liked the teachers, and they liked us. We shared the 
playgrounds with the elementary students. There was no football field. The boys 
played basketball. Classes were from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. I don’t remember the 
teachers’ names. There was a Buell as principal. My junior year Mr. Hatch was 
principal, and his wife taught English. My senior year Mr. Bailey was principal and 
talked my father into sending me to Oregon Agricultural College to get ready for a new 
Home Economics department when they would surely need to form a high school 
district from the 17 districts in South County. There was a Miss Woodruff and a Mrs. 
Callen and also a teacher from Bulgaria with a difficult name. 


There were 11 of us who graduated as seniors. I guess there were about 40 or 44 
students in the whole school. The community started work on consolidation, and I 
studied Home Economics.


C - General - The school looked like an old grade school, and inside it had little ones 
in all directions. I was graduated from college in 1929 with a teacher and principal 
degree. I began by buying 3 electric and 2 treadle machines and spent the next 
Christmas vacation buying for the food department. 


School hours were 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM.. Holidays we could look forward to were 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays and maybe on George Washington’s and 
Lincoln’s birthdays usually had a program. 


I don’t remember anything about discipline. We were too busy, and I had a fine class 
to work with. But there were wheelbarrows and shovels to pick up rocks for a few who 
needed discipline in the school.,
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A number of older women joined the class to learn about electric machines. The 
machines were cleaned and in order when the company sent a man to check us. We 
were in the middle of learning to start the machines when an older woman got ahead 
of us going great into outside territory and screaming, “Miss Henry! How do we stop 
machines?” The whole class, after a good laugh, learned the way to stop them.


We brought our lunch from home or got permission to go to a nearby restaurant. The 

Parents had meetings. Men went to the FFA group, and older mothers came to my art, 
etc., group. I learned more about the mothers. Some complained that my grades were 
too low when they were in a medium state. Another complained because she got the 
idea that students who used treadles would forfeit grades. We had a lot of learning 
and teaching to do. I also taught World History and still like to write about history.


The ordinary classroom had a teacher’s desk, students’ desks, a clock, blackboards, 
erasers, chalk, a dictionary, a book shelf and maybe a cloak room.


D - Sports - The boys had ball games which included basketball and later football on 
the new field by the new building. Principal George wouldn’t allow girls to play. (By the 
way Principal George fired teachers who got married.


Mr. Morgan, the coach, asked me to stay with his wife when he took the teams to 
games. It was dangerous territory. People would walk around their house banging on 
windows not knowing that new people were living there.


Few students drove cars.


The new building, Nestucca Union High School, was new with clean classrooms. The 
basemen had a dirt floor to park buses and my car. The FFA held the southeast corner 
and a smokey air while the Home Ec. department had the northwest corner and tried 
not to burn anything. And I had a class for interested mothers.


Before the year was over we also had a few banquets. Our room had a wet cement 
floor and a leaking wall. We also had all 4 classes - freshmen, sophomore, juniors and 
seniors. 


Floyd Light was the first man to graduate from college. He has a Portland school 
honoring his name. I was the first woman to graduate with a 4 year bachelor of 
science degree. Howard Owens and Oren Burke were the first students to graduate 
from the old Cloverdale High school in 1918.
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I started writing for the Headlight-Herald on a regular basis in 1964 and have 
continued with the “Fencepost”. I write about community items, schools, churches 
and whatever comes in. People do many helpful things for me.


